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World  red  meat  production  increased  1  percent  from 
144.4  billion  pounds  in  1971  to  146.1  billion  in  1972.  This 
compares  with  an  increase  of  3.5  percent  in  1971  from  the 
preceeding  year.  The  lower  rate  of  increase  in  1972  was  due 
principally  to  lower  pork  production  in  the  United  States  and 
lower  beef  production  in  the  nine  members  of  the  European 
Community  (EC-9).  The  largest  increases  in  red  meat  pro- 
duction were  in  Australia,  up  12.9  percent;  the  USSR,  up  3 
percent;  and  Eastern  Europe  up  9  percent. 

Beef  and  veal.  In  1972,  world  beef  and  veal  production 
reached  a  new  record  of  75.8  billion  pounds,  slightly  less 
than  1  percent  above  the  1970  record  of  75.1  billion,  but  1 .5 
percent  more  than  in  1971 .  Production  reached  new  records 
in  the  United  States,  Mexico,  Australia,  Japan,  and  several 
Central  American,  Eastern  European,  and  African  coun- 
tries. In  all  regions,  except  Western  Europe,  production  ad- 
vanced over  1971  levels.  In  Western  Europe,  the  rebuilding 
of  dairy  herds,  the  major  source  of  beef  production,  caused 
an  8 -percent  decline  in  production.  Production  increased 
sharply  in  the  world's  two  major  beef  exporting 
countries — Argentina  and  Australia.  Although  Argentina's 
beef  production  increased  9  percent,  output  was  still  24 
percent  below  the  record  level  of  1969. 

In  Australia,  production  was  up  1 1 .5  percent,  continuing 
the  growth  of  recent  years,  which  brought  the  1972  level  to 
29  percent  over  that  of  1968.  Cattle  and  calf  slaughter  was 
up  14  percent,  and  average  carcass  weights  were  also  up. 
One  factor  in  the  growth  of  Australian  beef  production  was 
the  reduction  in  calf  slaughter  from  23  percent  in  1968  to  17 
percent  in  1972. 

In  the  United  States,  beef  and  veal  production  increased 
1 .8  percent  in  1972  to  22.9  billion  pounds.  In  the  48  States, 
cattle  slaughter  was  up  only  slightly,  but  slaughter  weights 
were  up  nearly  2  percent.  Calf  slaughter  was  down  17  per- 


cent, as  was  veal  production.  Calf  slaughter  in  the  48  States 
dropped  from  9.6  to  8  percent  of  total  bovine  slaughter. 
U.S.  prices  were  at  record  levels,  which  caused  only  a  slight 
change  in  slaughter  but  a  large  increase  in  the  breeding  herd. 

In  the  EC-9,  the  level  of  beef  and  veal  production  drop- 
ped from  12.72  to  11 .68  billion  pounds.  Total  cattle  slaugh- 
ter was  off  1 1  percent,  and  prices  were  at  record  levels  in  all 
EC  countries. 

Pork.  World  pork  production  increased  only  1  percent 
from  1971  to  1972,  compared  with  a  9-percent  increase 
from  1970  to  1971.  In  some  countries  breeding  stock  were 
slaughtered  because  of  feed  shortages. 

In  the  United  States  pork  production  dropped  from  14.8 
to  13.7  billion  pounds,  down  about  8.5  percent  in  1972. 
Hog  slaughter  in  the  48  States  dropped  from  95.5  to  85.7 
million  head  or  about  10  percent  but  average  dressed 
weights  were  up  slightly. 

In  the  EC-9,  production  increased  slightly.  Slaughter  was 
down  in  the  new  Member  States  about  4  percent  and  up 
about  1  percent  in  the  original  EC-6.  Slaughter  weights 
were  up  only  slightly.  The  low  level  of  increase  can  be 
attributed  to  a  buildup  of  breeding  stock.  In  Eastern  Europe, 
production  increased  12.6  percent  from  6.5  billion  pounds  to 
7.3  billion.  These  countries  are  increasing  both  hog  numbers 
and  pork  production  in  line  with  long-term  livestock  expan- 
sion efforts. 

Lamb  and  mutton.  Lamb  and  mutton  production  drop- 
ped 1  percent  from  10.8  billion  pounds  in  1971  to  10.7 
billion  pounds  in  1972.  Production  in  most  areas  declined; 
the  largest  reduction  was  in  Argentina,  where  production 
fell  from  389  million  pounds  to  208  million.  In  Australia, 
production  increased  from  1.8  billion  pounds  to  2.1  billion. 

Horsemeat.  World  horsemeat  production  in  1972  fell 
from  755  million  pounds  to  732  million,  a  3-percent  decline 
from  the  preceding  year. 


Table  1 — Meat  production:     World's  largest  producers, 
average    1963-67,  annual  1971-72  1/ 


Commodity  : 

1963-67 
average 

1971 

:  1972 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

Beef  and  veal :  : 

19,649.6 

22,450.0 

22,851.0 

USSR    : 

8,478.0 

11,276.6 

11,481.7 

5,054.0 

4,446.7 

4,856.8 

3,198.0 

4,023.4 

4,453.3 

3,219.2 

3,527.4 

3,207.7 

2,598.4 

3,033.6 

2,621.3 

2,108.2 

2,308.8 

2,574.7 

1,958.0 

2,095.8 

2,003.7 

Canada   . 

1,792.4 

1,929.1 

1,977.0 

1,398.0 

1,791.9 

1,815.3 

1,090.4 

1,344.4 

1,552.1 

1,024.4 

1,111.1 

1,200.0 

819.8 

1,063.3 

1,001.1 

Pork:  : 

12,000.2 

14,795.0 

13,654.0 

4,153.6 

55207.3 

53225.0 

2,620.4 

2,989.5 

3,062.2 

1,900.4 

2,285.5 

2,224.3 

882.8 

1,652.8 

1,697.6 

1,562.2 

1,685.4 

1,688. 3 

1,030.2 

1,672.2 

1,631.6 

1,120.2 

1,293.6 

1,422.3 

1,048.6 

1,511.0 

1,400.0 

:  939.0 

1,135.6 

1,197.3 

:  564.6 

1,041.5 

1,102.3 

739.8 

1,047.2 

1,064.8 

885.4 

1,086.7 

1,036.2 

Lamb  and  mutton: 

:  1,321.4 

1,819.7 

2,108 . 3 

:  2,167.2 

2,094.4 

2,094 .4 

:  650.0 

790.8 

813.5 

:  686.4 

554.0 

542 .0 

:  354.8 

412.2 

456 . 4 

:  289.6 

476.0 

293.1 

:  283.6 

304.2 

308 . 6 

:  245.2 

293.2 

291.0 

:  374.8 

389.3 

207.7 

:  186.2 

201.9 

205.7 

:  1,064.8 

1,243.2 

(Continued) 


Table  1    -Meat  production:     World's  largest  producers, 
average    1963-67,  annual  1971-72  1/  (continued) 


Commodity  :       1963-67       :  : 

average      :  1971  :  1972 


:  Million      :  Million      :  Million 

:  pounds        :  pounds        :  pounds 

Total  meat:  2/  : 

United  States    :  32,336.2  37,799.0  37,047.0 

USSR    :  16,895.4  21,585.2  22,255.2 

Germany,  West    :  6,801.4  8,276.2  7,879.3 

France    :  6,299.2  6,955.6  6,688.8 

Brazil    :  4,441.2  5,502.9  6,060.0 

Argentina    :  6,016.6  5,555.1  5,701.6 

Australia    :  3,706.8  4,529.1  5,111.9 

United  Kingdom    :  4,421.8  4,887.5  4,711.9 

Poland    :  2,915.4  3,284.1  3,727.6 

Canada    :  2,878.8  3,470.8  3,413.5 

Italy    :  2,501.0  3,125.5  3,208.8 

Mexico    :  1,743.6  2,159.4  2,535.8 


1/    Carcass  weight  basis. 

2/    Horsemeat  is  included  in  total  where  data  are  available. 


Table  2 — Beef  and  veal:     Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average    1963-67,  annual  1971-72 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :        Average  :  :  1/  :      Percent  change 

area  :        1963-67  :      1971      :     1972      :        1972  :  1972 


:        Million  :     Million  :  Million  :     1963-67:  1971 

:        pounds     :     pounds  :  pounds  :     Percent :  Percent 

North  America    :  22,980.8  26,392.6  27,112.3  +18.0  +2.7 

South  America    :  10,991.4  11,449.9  12,164.6  +10.7  +6.2 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  10,997.6  12,723.0  11,681.2  +6.2  -8.2 

Other  countries    :        1,934.2  2,412.9  2,306.7  +19.3  -4.4 

Total  Western    :  12,931.8  15,135.9  13,987.9  +8.2  -7.6 

Eastern:  :        2,944.6  3,573.4  3.660.8  +24.3  +2.4 

Total  Europe    ;  15,876.4  18,709.3  17,648.7  +11.2  -5>7 

USSR   :        8,478.0  11,276.6  11,481.7  +3574  +TT8" 

Africa  and  Asia    :        3,115.8  3,697.0  3,942.4  +26.5  +6.6 

Oceania    :        2,751.4  3,186.9  3,452.8  +25.5  +8.3 

Total  world    :  64,193.8  74,712.2  75,802.5  +18.1  +1*5 


If  Preliminary. 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Table  3 — Pork:     Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average    1963-67,  annual  1971-72  1/ 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :      Average  :  :  2/   :     Percent  change 

area  :      1963-67  :      1971       :     1972       :      1972     :  1972 


Million  :     Million  :  Million  :     1963--67:  1971 
pounds     :     pounds     :  pounds     :     Percent :  Percent 


North  America    :  13,657.8  17,105.9  16,032.2  +17.4  -6.3 

South  America    :  2,011.0  2,412.1  2,483.0  +23.5  +2.9 

Europe:  : 
Western: 

EC    :  13,039.0  16,357.0  16,481.2  +26.4  +.8 

Other  countries    :  2,589.4  3,455.4  3,627.2  +40.1  +5.0 

Total  Western    :  15,628.4  19,812.4  20,108.4  +28.7  +1.5 

Eastern:  :  5,671.0  6,481.9  7,301.7  +28.8  +12.6 

Total  Europe    :  21,299.4  26,294.3  27,410.1  +28.7  +4.2 

USSR    =  6,250.2  8,214.2  8,679.2  +3879  +577 

Africa  and  Asia    :  2,230.2  3,558.0  3,758.6  +68.5  +5.6 

Oceania    :          370.0  495.5  520.8  +40.8  +5.1 

Total  world    :  45,818.8  58,080.0  58,883.9  +28.5  +1.4 


1/  Includes  edible  pork  fat,  excludes  lard  and  inedible  hog  grease. 
2/  Preliminary. 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Table  4 — Lamb,  mutton  and  goatmeat:     Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average    1963-67,  annual  1971-72 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :     Average  :  :  1/  :    Percent  change 

area  :     1963-67  :      1971       :     1972      :       1972     :  1972 


:  Million  :    Million  :  Million  :     1963-67:  1971 

•  pounds  :     pounds  :  pounds  :     Percent:  Percent 

North  America    :  843.6  693.0  680.0  -19.4  -1.9 

South  America    :  773.0  879.9  628.3  -18.7  -28.6 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  1,050.8  1,063.2  1,023.4  -2.6  -3.7 

Other  countries    :  577.6  611.9  627.0  +8.6  +2.5 

Total  Western    :  1,628.4  1,675.1  1,650.4  +1.4  -1.5 

Eastern:  :  385.6  420.8  436.8  +13.3  +3.8 

Total  Europe    :  2,014.0  2,095.9  2,087.2  +3.6  -.4 

USSR    :  2,167.2  2,094.4  2,094.4  -3.4  ~ 

Africa  and  Asia    :  1,550.6  1,990.1  1,882.3  +21.4  -5.4 

Oceania    :  2,386.2  3,063.0  3,295.5  +38.1  +7.6 

Total  world    :  9,734.8  10,816.2  10,667.7  +9.6  -1.4 


1/     Preliminary . 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Table  5 — Total  meat:     Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average    1963-67,  annual  1971-72  1/ 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :      Average     :  :  2j     : Percent  change 

area  :      1963-67     :        1971      :     1972        :  1972     :  1972 


:      Million  :      Million  :    Million  :1963-67:  1971 

:      pounds  :      pounds  :     pounds  :Percent  rPercent 

North  America    :     37,525.0  44,251.7  43,889.1  +17.0  -.8 

South  America    :     13,951.4  14,986.9  15,511.9  +11.2  +3.5 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :     25,454.2  30,427.0  29,451.6  +15.7  -3.2 

Other  countries    :      5,195.6  6,543.4  6,627.3  +27.6  +1.3 

Total  Western    :     30,649.8  36,970.4  36,078.9  +17.7  -2.4 

Eastern:  :      9,039.4  10,546.4  11,470.1  +26.9  +8.8 

Total  Europe    :_39,689.4  47,516.9  47,549.0  +19.8  +.1 

USSR    '~ 16,895.4  21,585.2  22,255.2  +31.7  +3.1 

Africa  and  Asia    :       6,938.8  9,277.6  9,611.5  +38.5  +3.6 

Oceania    :      5,508.0  6,745.4  7,269.2  +32.0  +7.8 

Total  world    :  120,507.8  144,363.8  146,085.9  +21.2  +1.2 


1/     Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  lamb,  mutton  and  goatmeat,  and  horsemeat; 

excludes  variety,  rabbit,  and  poultry  meat. 
2/    Prel iminary . 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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PRODUCTION  IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES 
IN  MILLIONS  OF  POUNDS 


AVERAGE  1963-67.  ANNUAL  1968-72  i/ 


REGION  AND  COUMTRY 


AVERAGE 
1963-67 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

19722/ 

11.8 
30.8 

14.0 
44.  1 

14.9 
46.3 

14.7 
48.5 

11.7 
48.5 

16.0 
48.5 

42.6 

58.1 

61.2 

63.2 

60.2 

64.5 

158.2 
8.4 
3.4 
5.8 

185.9 
27.7 
13.4 

187.9 
41.1 
11.0 
2.1 

186.4 
43.2 
7.7 
2.8 

178.4 
59.9 
3.4 
3.3 

172.0 
57.3 
*V4 
2.3 

175.8 

227.1 

242.1 

240.0 

245.0 

V  236.6 

north  america! 

Canada  , 

MEXICO  

total  north  amfrica, 

south  America: 

argentina  3/  

3QA.ZIL  2/  

PARAGUAY  3/  , 

URUGUAY.  .  .  , 

TOTAL  SOUTH  AMEBIC*. 

EUROPE: 


WESTERN! 


Ec: 

BELGIUm-LUXEmROURG... , 

DENMARK  

FRANCE  

GERMANY, WEST  

IRELAND  

ITALY  

NETHERLANDS  

TOTAL  EC  

AUSTRIA  5/   

FINLAND  

NORWAY  

PORTUGAL  

SPAIN  

SWEDEN  

SWITZERLAND.  

TOTAL  WESTERN  EUPOPE, 

EASTERN! 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA  

HUNGARY.  .  , 

POLAND  

YUGOSLAVIA  

TOTAL  EASTERN  fuhOPE. 

TOTAL  FUROPE  

AFRICA ! 

CHAD  §/  

MOROCCO  2/.  

TOTAL  AFRICA....  

ASIA: 

JAPAN  

PHILIPPINES  

TOTAL  ASIA  


TOTAL  SELECTED  COUNTRIES, 


24.4 
3.6 
214.2 
23.0 
7.4 
79.2 
15.0 
366.8 


6.6 
10.8 

6.0 

5.0 
41.6 
17.4 

7.0 


461.2 


6.4 
-6.4 
21.2 


.2 
3.0 


20.3 
1.8 
165.3 
11.0 
8.5 
72.1 
11.5 
290.5 


4.2 
10.1 

4.7 

3.2 
33.1 
11.0 

5.7 


362.5 


4.9 
7.3 
27.6 


.2 
3.9 


22.9 
1.5 
176.4 
11.0 
5.6 
72.8 
11.9 
302.1 


3.7 
9.7 
4.6 
3.4 
28.7 
9.2 
5.5 


22.0 
1.5 
160.9 
11.0 
6.3 
99.4 
10.6 
311.8 


3.7 
3.8 
30.9 


,  _5.,1 
it/375.  0 


5.1 
5.2 
32.4 


4.0 
5.5 
52.2 


.2 
7.1 


18.5 
1.5 
145.5 
8.8 
5.6 
96.3 
7.5 
283.8 


1.3 

3~." 
4.7 
33.1 
6.4 
4.6 
V  34/. 6 


9.0 


15.2 

127?9 
8.8 

ioTT* 

5.3 
265.7 


1.1 


37.5 
6.0 


V  332.2 


36. 4 

42.2 

45.8 

64.4 

it/  70.4 

it/  70.7 

499.6 

4C4.7 

412.7 

it/439, 4 

it/417.3 

it/402. 8 

3.4 

4.1 

4.2 

7.2 

it/9.2 

5/10.2 

35.6 

31.2 

25.4 

22.7 

20.5 

15.2 

3.2 

3.1 

3.1 

2.9 

2.9 

2|9 

38.8 

34.3 

28.5 

25.6 

23.4 

18.1 

760.2 

728.3 

748.7 

V  775.4 

ii/755.3 

Jj/731.7 

1/  CARCASS  WEIGHT  BASIS;  EXCLUDES  OFFALS. 
2/  PRELIMINARY. 

3/  ESTIMATES  FOR  PRODUCTION  BASED  ON  EXPORT  DATA. 
5/  TOTALS  INCLUDE  ALLOWANCES  FOR  DATA  NOT  SHOWN. 
5/  INCLUDES  OFFALS. 
%]  EXCLUDES  FARM  SLAUGHTER. 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE.  PREPARED  OR  ESTIMATED  ON  THE  BASIS  OF  OFFICIAL  STATISTICS  OF  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS,  OTHER  FOREIGN  SOURCE  MATERIAL, 
REPORTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AGRICULTURAL  ATTACHES  AND  FOREIGN  SERVICE  OFFICERS,  RESULTS  OF  OFFICE  RESEARCH  AND  RELATED  INFORMATION. 
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